
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
THE HIPAA PRIVACY RULE

According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, a major goal of the Privacy Rule is to assure that individuals’ health information is properly protected while allowing the flow of health information needed to provide and promote high quality health care and to protect the public's health and well being. The Rule strikes a balance that permits important uses of information, while protecting the privacy of people who seek care and healing. Given that the health care marketplace is diverse, the Rule is designed to be flexible and comprehensive to cover the variety of uses and disclosures that need to be addressed.  
This brochure is intended to inform you of the ways your personal healthcare information may be used and disclosed as allowed in the Privacy Rule.  
USES AND DISCLOSURES OF PERSONAL HEALTHCARE INFORMATION
Treatment:  Information in a client record will be used to determine the course of treatment that should work best and document the expectations of that treatment or recommendation.  Members of your health care team will then record the actions they took and their observations.
Payment:  Example: a bill may be sent occasionally from a third party vendor with regard to services provided.  The information on or accompanying the bill may include identifiable information, as well as your diagnosis, procedures, and supplies used. 

Healthcare Operations: Members of the staff, managers, or members of the quality assurance team may use information in the health record to assess the care and outcomes of a particular case and others like it.  This information will then be used in an effort to continually improve the quality and effectiveness of the healthcare and services we provide. 

Business Associates: Examples include Physicians, Radiology, and Laboratory that must receive information in order to perform the job we’ve asked them to do. However, they must also appropriately safeguard your information. 
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La Paz County Health Dept.

1112 Joshua Ave., Suite 206

Parker, Arizona 85344

Phone (928) 669-1100

                 Fax (928) 669-6703
REQUIRED DISCLOSURES
· At the client’s request 
· For Treatment, Payment, Healthcare Operations

· Health and Human Services when requested as part of an investigation or compliance review.
DISCLOSURES PERMITTED WITHOUT CONSENT FOR NATIONAL PRIORITY PURPOSES:

· When required by state or federal Law – for example abuse or neglect of a minor

· To state and federal public health authorities charged with preventing or controlling disease.  For example, Vaccine preventable diseases such as measles/mumps as well as sexually transmitted diseases are reportable to State Public Health authorities primarily for statistical purposes.  Some data may be entered into secure data bases, and occasionally as a code (de-identifiable information).  
· To government oversight agencies, such as State and Federal Department of Health and Human Services, Medicare or Medicaid review organizations to monitor compliance.
· When required by court order in a judicial or administrative proceedings
· To Law Enforcement for certain purposes, including the reporting of certain types of wounds or injuries, or pursuant to a warrant, subpoena, or other legal process, or for the purpose of identifying a deceased person or carrying out their duties as required by law.

· To organ procurement organizations for the purposes of organ or tissue donation and transplantation, consistent with applicable law
· For research approved by an institutional review board or privacy board that has reviewed the research proposal and established protocols to ensure the privacy of your health information

· When required for certain specialized government functions authorized by law, including military and similar situations

· As authorized by law in connecting with workers compensation programs

USES AND DISCLOSURES SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED BY THE CLIENT

· When requested by you on the basis of written authorization

· You have the right to revoke any such authorization at any time, except to the extent we have already relied o it in making an authorized use or disclosure

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REPORT A PROBLEM:
You have a right to receive notice of any breach of unsecured personal health information.  
In the event you have questions or feel your rights have been violated, there are several options provided below:

You may speak to our Health Officer, Marion Shontz, by calling (928)-669-1100

You May file a written complaint to the Privacy Officer/PIO at this address:

1320 Joshua Ave, Suite A
Parker,  Arizona 85344

You may file a complaint with the secretary of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C.  

There will be no retaliation for filing a complaint.

